
Frequently Asked Questions 

Loyalty Offers and Regular Season Commitment Offers 

 

What is a Loyalty Offer? Loyalty Offers allow clubs to extend binding offers to players that were part of 
their program the previous season. These offers are only for the Junior Girls Clubs and Players.  

 

What is a binding offer? A binding offer is an offer extended by the club to the junior player (through 
her/his parents) that, when accepted in writing, binds the player and parents to that club for the 
entirety of the season. The season ends at the conclusion of the USAV Girls Junior National 
Championships (usually around July 4th). 

 

When can my daughter receive a Loyalty Offer? Each season the KRVA Office will announce the dates in 
which the Pre-Season Offers are allowed to be extended. For the 2019-20 season, those dates are July 
14th to August 11th, 2019.  

 

Why those dates?  KRVA administration chose those dates because the period begins after all events 
from the previous season are concluded and before the High School season begins so players can focus 
on their school season. 

 

What is the reasoning behind Loyalty Offer?  There are many reasons behind instituting this option. A 
few of the goals include reducing the stress of tryouts for players that commit early, save families money 
and time on tryout fees and going to multiple tryouts, as well as enable clubs to form teams quicker and 
retain players. Also, cutting down on illegal recruiting by clubs and coaches which will take more 
pressure off parents and players. 

 

What if my daughter doesn’t receive a Loyalty Offer?  If your daughter does not receive an early offer 
then she will attend tryouts like previous years and may receive offer(s) during that time.  

 

What if my daughter receives a Loyalty Offer, but is not sure if she wants to commit now?  If a player 
does not want to commit early, the offer must be declined in writing via an email response to the initial 
offer email and offers@krva.org must be CC’d.  

It is up to parents to communicate with the club about any reasoning or intentions to return in the fall if 
they so wish.  
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If we turn down the Loyalty Offer, can we still attend tryouts for that club in the fall and possibly 
receive a second offer? Yes. The player may go back to tryouts for the same club in the fall and receive 
another offer if the club wishes to extend one. Again, it is up to the parents to handle any 
communication between the club. It may be worthwhile to let the clubs know if the player is still 
interested in attending tryouts. 

 

If we accept a Pre-Season Club Commitment, can my daughter attend tryouts for other clubs?  NO. 
Once an offer is accepted, the player is bound to that club and may not attend tryouts for a different 
club. 

 

If we turn down an offer in writing, but change our minds within the 48 hours can we switch our 
answer and accept the offer? No. Once an offer is declined in writing, the offer is off of the table. If the 
player changes her mind, the parents need to contact the club. If the club wants to reissue a new offer, 
they may do so at that time.  

 

What if the offer (either pre-season or regular) does not specify something we need to know before 
agreeing to commit to the club?  Each offer letter that is sent to the player must include certain 
requirements and must follow the KRVA templates available on the website. 
(https://krva.org/documents/ under “Player Forms” – Examples of offer letter emails are available along 
with other resources). 

Clubs may add more optional details if they like, but not less than the required information. The clubs 
(and player/parents) will be bound by the details that are in writing in the offer letter once it is accepted 
in writing with offers@krva.org CC’d.  

If something is not included in the offer that you require before signing on with a team, you must 
communicate the desired inclusions to the club and the initial offer must be declined. Once the initial 
offer is declined in writing via response to the offer email with offers@krva.org CC’d, negotiations may 
occur.   

If negotiations occur and terms are reached, the clubs may reissue a new offer reflecting those changes. 
The 48-hour process will begin again, and the offer must be sent out and accepted in writing CC’d to 
offers@krva.org. 

Clubs DO NOT HAVE to reissue a new offer with any changes if they cannot or will not commit to the 
request(s).  

 

When can regular offers go out in the Fall? Regular Offers may not be sent out until the WEDNESDAY 
night following tryouts at 7 pm.  

For 12U, 13U, and 14U teams, tryouts will be opening on October 26th, 2019. So, the very first offers 
cannot be sent until Wednesday, October 30th at 7 pm.   
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For 15U, 16U, 17U, and 18U teams, tryouts will be opening on November 9th, 2019. So, the very first 
offers cannot be sent until Wednesday, November 13th at 7 pm.   

 

How long do we have to accept an offer? For all offers, pre-season or regular, players have 48 hours 
from the time stamp on the offer email to accept or decline the offer in writing.  

For example, if Sally receives an offer from MUVBA on October 12th at 8:02 pm, she has until October 
14th at 8:02 pm to respond. 

 

What if we do not accept the offer by the end of the 48 hours? Offers not accepted or declined within 
the allotted time will be automatically rescinded when 48 hours is over according to the time stamp on 
the original offer email.  

 

What if we talk to the club or the coach and receive a verbal offer? *NEW* No matter what time of the 
year it is, a verbal offer is NOT BINDING OR LEGAL! As of June 2019, no verbal offers may be given prior 
to the start of the offer period. However, verbal offers are still in no way binding. 

The only offers that are binding are written offers emailed to the family of the player with 
offers@krva.org CC’d on the email and they must be sent during the correct dates and times.   

Once a player accepts in writing via the email offer CC’d to offers@krva.org, then the agreement is 
binding for both parties. 

Clubs may promise to send an offer or give a position on a team verbally, but until it is in writing on the 
offer letter it is not binding. 

 

More detailed information is in the Junior Operating Codes in section 3.4 Tryout 
and Recruiting Policy.  

Find other helpful documents on the KRVA website under the Parents tab OR 
here: https://krva.org/documents/ under “Player Forms”  

If you are aware of any violations or have any questions, please contact the KRVA 
Office at krvaoffice@krva.org. 
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Tryouts and Recruiting Rules 

 

When are Junior Girls tryouts this year?  For 12U, 13U, and 14U teams, tryouts will be opening on 
October 26th, 2019.   

For 15U, 16U, 17U, and 18U teams, tryouts will be opening on November 9th, 2019.  

 

How many tryouts may my daughter attend? Players may try out for as many clubs as they would like 
during the tryout period. Some tryouts will overlap, so it is up to parents and players to determine which 
they would like to attend and schedule as such. 

 

Are clubs required to post how many players they are looking for, what positions are needed, which 
teams are filled, etc.?  The Region will not require clubs to post this information, though clubs are 
encouraged to disclose that information so that clubs, parents, and players are not wasting their time 
and money for teams that are full or have no openings in that players’ position.  

If it is not made known, we encourage parents to ask the club before the tryout. 

 

If we accept a Pre-Season Club Commitment, can my daughter attend tryouts for other clubs? NO. 
Once an offer is accepted, the player is bound to that club and may not attend tryouts for a different 
club. 

 

When can regular offers go out in the Fall? *NEW* Regular Offers may not be sent out until the 
WEDNESDAY night following the tryout period opening at 7 pm. (i.e. For 12U, 13U, and 14U teams, 
tryouts will be opening on October 26th, 2019. So, the very first offers cannot be sent until Wednesday, 
October 30th at 7 pm.) 

 

What if a club hands us an offer letter/contract at tryouts or verbally offers a position for my 
daughter? The only offers that are valid and binding are written offers emailed to the family of the 
player with offers@krva.org CC’d on the email and they must be sent during the correct dates and 
times.   

Any offer before or after that is invalid and illegal. A club is allowed to let you know an offer will be 
extended to your daughter can give some details of what the offer will include, but the official offer 
must be in writing as stated above.  

*NEW* No matter what time of the year it is, a verbal offer is NOT BINDING and ILLEGAL and an offer 
not sent via email with offers@krva.org CC’d is not considered binding. 
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Once a player accepts in writing via the email offer CC’d to offers@krva.org, then the agreement is 
binding for both parties. 

Clubs MAY NOT give a verbal offer for a position on a team. Until the offer is received in writing during 
the appropriate offer period, the offer letter it is not binding. 

 

Can a coach or club director talk to my daughter? NO. Club representatives may NOT contact any 
players for any reason. The only exception being players that were on team rosters and played for their 
club in the previous season. 

 

Can a club representative talk to me (the parent)? YES. Club representatives may contact parents of the 
players at any time throughout the year.  

No club representative may have further contact with any Junior Volleyball player or that player’s parent 
or legal guardian after the player, parent, or legal guardian says STOP and requests, in writing, that there 
be no further contact. A copy of the request should be sent to KRVA Region Office (girls@krva.org or 
boys@krva.org). If further communication persists, use the complaint form found on the KRVA website. 

 

What if my daughter contacts the club? If any Club Representative is contacted directly by a player, the 
team representative must respond that all questions must come from a parent. The Club Representative 
may, however, ask the player for contact information for her parent or instruct the player to have her 
parent contact the Club, providing contact information for the Club Director. 

 

Is my daughter’s High School (or Middle School) coach allowed to require them to play for a certain 
club?  NO. All High school coaches, administrators or teachers (that are KRVA members) may not 
pressure athletes into playing for a specific Club. The Region can take no action unless the violation is 
reported, in writing to the KRVA Region Office (krvaoffice@krva.org). All suspected violations should be 
reported immediately. Use the complaint form found on the KRVA website. 

 

 

More detailed information is in the Junior Operating Codes in section 3.4 Tryout 
and Recruiting Policy.  

Find other helpful documents here: https://krva.org/documents/ under “Player 
Forms”  

If you are aware of any violations or have any questions, please contact the KRVA 
Office at krvaoffice@krva.org. 
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Loyalty Offers: Club Director FAQ’s 

What are Pre-Season Club Commitment Offers? A Pre-Season Club Commitment Offer is an option for 
clubs to send early offers. This program is returning for a second year. These pre-season offers allow 
clubs to extend binding offers to players that were part of their program the previous season (aka 
“Eligible Players”). These offers are only for the Junior Girls Clubs and Players.  

 

When can I send out Pre-Season Club Commitment Offers? The dates for the 2019-20 season are July 
14th – August 11th, 2019. No binding offers may be extended after that time.  

The dates will be determined by the office each year and posted on the website no later than July 1.  

 

Do I need to send out Pre-Season Club Commitment Offers? No. This is entirely up to you and what your 
club wants to do. You may also choose how many you want to send.  

  

What needs to be included in the Pre-Season Club Commitment Offers? KRVA has developed templates 
that must be copied, pasted, and filled in where indicated.  The information in the template is required 
to be included. The templates are available for download on the Forms and Docs page of the website 
under “Club Director”. https://krva.org/documents/ 

Clubs may add more detail as desired or details specifically negotiated with the parent(s). But the 
template format must be followed and required info MUST be included in the offer. 

 

Do I need to specify which team the player will be on when I send out Pre-Season Club Commitment 
Offers? No. That is one of the optional details that you may add. If you know you want to commit a 
player to a certain team, it may be beneficial to add it in. However, if anything changes the flexibility to 
move that player to a different team is no longer there since it is in writing.  

Parents may want to have the team stipulated in the offer and that is up to you to negotiate with them 
and add it in (or not).  

*NEW* However, the offer letter must include the age level of the team.  

 

What if some players receive the Pre-Season Club Commitment Offers and others do not? Their 
feelings will be hurt and it is like we are telling them we do not want them. Parents may also call or 
email to ask why their daughter did not get an offer. Unfortunately, this situation will happen in many 
clubs. Players and parents talk to each other and they will most likely know who received an offer and 
who did not.  

However, the way that each club director handles the situation is up to them. You may choose to email 
each girl that did not get an early offer and say something like, “we loved having you as part of our club 
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this year. We really want to see you work on XYZ during your high school season. Please come back to 
tryouts in the fall and show us your improvements.” Or you may say, “The club is only sending out X# of 
pre-season offers each year and we’d like to see you come out again at tryouts and show us what you 
have got.”  

There are many ways you can approach it and everyone’s reactions will be different. It is up to you as 
the club director in how you want to handle it.  

 

If the Jr player turns down the Pre-Season Club Commitment Offer from our club, can that player still 
attend tryouts for our club in the fall and possibly receive a second offer? Yes. The player may go back 
to tryouts for the same club in the fall and receive another offer if the club wishes to extend one. Again, 
it is up to you to handle the communication with the parents and how you want to deal with these 
situations. It may be worthwhile to let the parents know you’d still like to see the player attend tryouts. 

 

If a player accepts a Pre-Season Club Commitment from one club, can she attend tryouts for other 
clubs? NO. Once an offer is accepted, the player is bound to that club and may not attend tryouts for a 
different club.  

 

How will we know if a player is already committed? If you have players you are interested in and would 
like to speak to their parents, you may ask the Region Office if they are committed or not. The region 
will have a list of all the confirmed, committed players. You may also ask their parents if you prefer.  

 

How will the office know and verify if a player is committed? On August 12th, all clubs are required to 
send a list of the pre-season committed Jr. Girls. From that list, the region office will verify the player 
was with the club the entirely of the previous season and that the offer is CC’d in writing to 
offers@krva.org.  We will also send information for registration to the players and let them know how to 
affiliate with their committed club.  

 

What if the parents/player turns down the offer and/or wants changes to the offer (either pre-season 
or regular)?  Each offer letter that is sent to the player must include certain requirements and must 
follow the KRVA templates available on the website. (https://krva.org/documents/ under “Player 
Forms” – Examples of offer letter emails are also available on the website). 

Clubs may add more optional details if they like, but not less than the required information. The clubs 
(and player/parents) will be bound by the details that are in writing in the offer letter once it is accepted 
in writing with offers@krva.org CC’d.  

If something is not included in the offer that the parents require before signing on with a club, they must 
communicate the desired inclusions to the club and the initial offer must be declined. Once the initial 
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offer is declined in writing via response to the offer email with offers@krva.org CC’d, negotiations may 
occur.   

If negotiations occur and terms are reached, the clubs may reissue a new offer reflecting those changes. 
The 48-hour process will begin again and the offer must be sent out and accepted in writing CC’d to 
offers@krva.org. 

Clubs DO NOT HAVE to reissue a new offer with any changes if they cannot or will not commit to the 
request(s).  

 

If a player accepted their Pre-Season Club Commitment Offer, can they be released from that club? 
The Region policy for player releases has not. Regular and Pre-Season Club Commitment Offers are 
binding for all parties involved, regardless of when they were issued. No releases will be allowed unless 
the stipulations in Section 3.3 of the KRVA Junior Operating Code are met, as well as the Commissioner 
approval. The only exception is if details of the accepted offer were broken by the club.  

 

If some of my players accepted their Pre-Season Commitment Offer, can they be required to attend 
tryouts? That is up to you as a club director. You may make that stipulation when you send the pre-
season offer or just ask them to attend later in the fall.  

 

Can we require them to pay club dues, Pre-Season Commitment fees, etc. when they accept the pre-
season commitment offer? Again, that is up to you as the club. KRVA does not interfere with the 
monetary or contractual aspects of the clubs. Though the region does suggest that fee schedules do not 
deviate too far from what they are used to, we do not require anything.  

 

Are clubs required to post before tryouts how many players they are looking for, what positions are 
needed, which teams are filled, etc.?  The Region will not require clubs to post this information, though 
it is encouraged to disclose that information so clubs, parents, and players are not wasting their time 
and money for teams that are full or have no openings in that players’ position.  

Parent are also encouraged to ask questions about positions and openings before tryouts.  

 

When are Junior Girls tryouts this year? For 12U, 13U, and 14U teams, tryouts will be opening on 
October 26th, 2019.  For 15U, 16U, 17U, and 18U teams, tryouts will be opening on November 9th, 2019.  

 

When can regular offers go out in the Fall? *NEW!!!* Regular Offers may not be sent out until the 
Wednesday night following tryouts at 7 pm. For 12U, 13U, and 14U teams, tryouts will be opening on 
October 26th, 2019. So, the very first offers cannot be sent until Wednesday, October 30th at 7 pm.   
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For 15U, 16U, 17U, and 18U teams, tryouts will be opening on November 9th, 2019. So, the very first 
offers cannot be sent until Wednesday, November 13th at 7 pm.   

 

How long do players have to accept an offer? For all offers, pre-season or regular, players have 48 
hours from the time stamp on the offer email to accept or decline the offer in writing.  

For example, if Sally receives an offer from MUVBA on October 12th at 8:02 pm, she has until October 
14th at 8:02 pm to respond. 

 

What if a player does not accept the offer by the end of the 48 hours? Offers not accepted or declined 
within the allotted time will be automatically rescinded when 48 hours is over according to the time 
stamp on the original offer email.  

 

More detailed information is in the Junior Operating Codes in section 3.4 Tryout 
and Recruiting Policy.  

 

The templates are available for download on the Forms and Docs page of the website under “Club 
Director”. https://krva.org/documents/ 
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